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arefully. As I pulled the book out of the turquoise 
paper bag with the name of a coffeehouse in Tel 
Aviv printed on it, the brown tome greeted me with 
a di tinctive odor. A librarian had once warned me 
of the mell of old books. People have died, she 
said , from being exposed to books. They can spread 

disea es, mental and physical. 
But they are also milestones. 
Only shortly before, I had borrowed this book 

from the library of William Gro s who had pur­
cha edit years ago in a book hop in Prague. The 
book felt heavy as I lifted and opened it. It was in 
Hebrew and greeted me not with the title page but 
with the final sentence of Koh let. I immediately 

felt embarrassed, as if I entered a home through 

the back door. 

For od will bringeveryd ed into judgment, 

including every secret thing, wh ther g odor evil 

(Ecclesiastes 12:14). 

Gross Family Collection 

Obviou ly, the printer had made a mi take. The 
Hebrew contained the ver e number , introduced 
during the middle of the sixteenth century by pub­
li shers of hri tian Bible . The printer ofthi cop}, 
however, had missed theyod before the gimel and 
the dalet, turning the number 13 and 14 into 
verses 3 and 4. 

Many hri tian are introduced tojewi h tradi­
tion only through the teaching attributed to Je u 
of azareth. In their Engli h Bible ,Je u i rep rt­
ed a i ng, "Till heaven and earth pa , one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wi e pa from the law"(. 1ac­
thew 5:18). Th term "jot" in the King Jame \.er­

sion repre ent iwrn EV in the olde t reek opie , 
whi h in turn id ntifie the I tteryod of the H bre\\, 
alphab t. ell, in thi Hebre\\ Bible at lea~t, two 

yod w r mi ing. 
note n a lo 'e pi ce of paper tu kb t\" n 

th page , all d the book a homa,h, literall:, 

"fifth." Being unfamilian ith th term, I turned t 

a Yiddish friend" ho e ·plain cl that the e pres, 1011 

was still in u • an I indicated an edition fth, live 
BooksofMoses. lipofpaperin , rman,pa t I 
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on the title sheet, however, called the book First 

Book of Moses.' 
bviously, ene is i only the first of the five 

b oks of the Torah, and Kohelet is not part of the 
Torah. 

Bound into the book even before the title sheet, 
i a document, igned by Karl Fischer and Eleazar 
Fleckele in Prague, dated 1808.2 

Prag am 9ten ept. 1808. II Karl Fischer I I der 
hebrii.ischen Schriften und Bucher II K.K. Zensor 

undRevisor, zugleichll bey denK.K. Landesbe­
horden be- II stellter Translator. II Eleasar Flekeles 

I Rabbiner und Erster Obe,jurist II der Prager 

Judenschaftt 

Rabbi Eleazar Fleckeles (1754-1826), is well 
known. 3 He wa born in Prague to a wealthy family, 
and after going bankrupt, he entered the rabbinate 
and became the rabbi of the Moravian congrega­
tion of oltein (Kojeti n) from 1779 to 1783. He then 
offered professional guidance to a privately funded 
study hall in Prague, where he al o served as a 
judge in the community's court system. In 1801 
he was promoted to berjurist (pre idingJudge 

Gross Family Coll ction 

or rosh bet din), the title he carries in the note. 
Karl Fischer, the co-signer of the document, 

describes himself as censor and redactor of 

Hebrew writings and books, who was also appoint­
ed by the state authorities as a translator for 
Hebrew. Fleckeles published excerpts from his 
correspondence with Fischer. Among other topic 
the two men discussed legal reservations when 
Jews were asked to speak the truth under oath in 
a Christian court. At the time, Christian citizens 
were asked to swear by placing a hand on a Chri -
tian Bible, but was this gesture relevant for Jewi h 
citizens as well? Fleckeles argued, "that the force 
of an oath is great, and no distinction can be made 
between malting an oath to an Israelite and to a 
non-Jew."4 

It seems that the Hebrew book lying before me 
on my desk was used instead of a hristian Bible 
when Jewish witnesses took the tand. 

Another document, also carrying the name of 
Karl Fischer, signed on 9 September, 1808, and 
written in Latin in Latins ript wa bound into 
the copy. rt repeats the de ignation" humme h" 
as if it were synon mou to the exp re ion Torah, 
Law of Moses, and Pentateuch. 
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!Oro e Bible (fig. 1 ), 

handwritten document , 

oound into the book, 

signed by Eleazar 

Fiecke es, Prague, 

9 September 1808, 
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Praesens opus, Thora sive Lex Mosaica, Juda is II 
etiam Chummesch seu Pentateuchus dictum, 
conformi- II ter Celsissimi Caesareo-Regii Bohemiae 
GuberniiDe- II creto d.dto 23tiaFebruarii 1798. 
a me infra scripto II a capite ad calcem usque 
revisum, ac comitibus II sub Numero 441. 
conftrmationis litteris munitam ll esse, hiscefidem 
Jacio et testor. II Pragae 9na Septembris 1808 II 
C. Fischer II Caesareo-Regius Censor, II Revisor, 
et Transl a tor II in hebraicis. 

The title page, however, clearly states that the book 
included not on ly a Hu mash but also the Targum 
Onkelos, some Megillot (Lamentations and 
Ecclesiastes), interpretations ofRashi, and other 
printed material. It was printed in Vienna, no date 
is given. 

David Trobisch 

Despite its use in the court room, the authorizing 
documents do not characterize this Hebrew book 
correctly. ot the content was on the mind of tho e 
who authorized the copy, but its use to compel the 
faithful to tell the truth in court. 

The nephew of Rabbi Mo e Moos recorded the 
following anecdote about Eleazar Fleckele _s 

One day, Eleazar Fleckele traveled from Prague 
to visit his parents' grave. He ta ed with hi lo e 
friend and schoolmate, Rabbi Mo e oo . 

Rabbi Moos showed Rabbi Fleckele the epitaph 
he had designed for hi own grave. The literal 
translation wa : "And the Lord ailed 1o e to 
himself; in order that he might b hold the glol) of 
the Most High, find helter und r the wings of Hi 
divine Ma jest , and enjoy the fruit of hi d e ts of 
piety. For Mose is a servant of the Lord, in all hi 

Rabbi Eleazar Fleckeles 
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• i&u,i, Buch Moses, 
Genesis, Hebrabch Breschit 
gcnannt." 

2 The profei.sional and 
personnel relationship 
between Flecl<eles and 
Fischer b t he subject of a 
tudy b Jveta Cermanova, 

•Karl Fi&cht: r(1757- 1844). l. 
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hnust is h\ foit hf11l. I k is the lw 1<1 of hi coll r g 
t ion ,rnd n 01 namcnt 1111..,,,H I. Heholcl, ul'h I th, 
IH)n ..,,, pious, nncl 1 •,Hnul Hnhhi 10.,c-. 1no . 

t n hi.., ,0111 h( hn1111d in th( hnnd nl ·t 1nnl life." 

\\ 11, ho\\ do nu Ii i t: it' H,1hhi tom n.,J •cl. 
I ka a, 1 kd·t•le.., tl'plit•cl h tt>llingn strn .. 
nnc·upnnatimt',t, otrml'hngtniln1snrri t•cl 

in Prag1.1t'. ·1 he~ ,\l'tl' nalln's of 101.nia nnd, islwcl 
to.., •ttk p •rm,rnl'ntl in Prap.1( 

policeman '>lopped th em at the city gate and 
a ... ked to sec thei r passports 1 le read the de~crip­
tion oft he firs t,' ose, pointed; eyes, brm n; 
forehead, high.' The nose of the man, however, 
wa fla t , hi s eyes gray, and his forehead low. 

"How did you come in posses ion of thi s fa ul ty 
passport?" the policem a n shouted angril . 

"I got my pa sport through an agent," the tailor 
replied. "He alone is re ponsible for the de crip­
tion. He mu t have drawn it from memory, a I 

wa not pre ent when it wa made out." 
The policeman was satisfied and issued him a 

permit of residence. 
When the second tailor showed his pas port, 

the policeman found under the heading of distin­
guishing marks the entry "none." The tailor, how­
ever, had on the tip of hi s nose a wart of the size of 
a hazel-nut with a tuft of hair growing on top of it. 
"How could the magistrate who made out your 
passport miss your wart?" he asked. 

"I beg your pardon," the tailor replied. "I was 
present when the passport was issued. When I 
realized that the magistrate took no notice of my 
defect, which I tried to hide the best I could, I kept 
silent. Isn't it bad enough to have a wart in the 
middle of yo ur face? Is it really necessary that a 
description is placed in the passport?" 

"Your passport is fraudulent, and you are a 
fraud, " the policeman shouted. "It was your duty to 
call the magistrate's attention to your wart! You 
neglected to do so and will have to be fined." 

The life and intellectual 
world of a Hebrew Censor," 
Juda ica Bahemiae XLII 

(2007): 115 77, and "Karl 
Fischer ( l 757 1844). II. The 
work of a Hebrew 'ensor," 
Judaica Bohemiae XII I 

(2007): 5-63. In the second 
pa rt she goes into detail s of 

David Trobisch 

the function of the 
Penta teuch (11 umash) 
during taking the oath as 
we ll as of Anton , chmid 's 
involvement by printing 
and providing su h Bibles. 

1 Michae l I . Silber, 
"Fleckeles, Fl 'a,rn r ben 
David ," l' /1 '0 F11 cydopt'tiia 

\ oriel 111d t 1 

I h • ncph' 1 t 

•11<I, ta ting thnt 1fter h, un I • d 
ingcpitnph \ .is found ,monghi 

C ollcctors respond to the attr tion f n obJC 
and often find it difficult to re , t 1t c II, R 111 

m arc that the famous Rabbi Fle·1z,1r Fl ckel , 
to uched and signed the book ly111g in frontofm , 
p ro m pts an emotional response. The book pre 
serves printing errors, o shunned b faith commu­
ni t ies, a nd it documents negligence oft he hri • 
tia n authori ties to provide even the most basic 
information of the content of the book. But it also 
documents a fr iend h ip between two men who 
tried to overcome a social conflict and find a 
practical solution , de pite the ho tile environment 
they lived in . 

Voices from the past only capture one moment 
in hi tory, but they make our exi tence appear as a 
short episode in a long tory. We brief!) touch an 
artifact, created before we were born that will 
continue to tell its tory long a fte r we die. It i not 
the charge of a collector to desc ribe the pa tor to 
figure out the ignificance of a pecific object for 
today. ollections serve a mirrors of ociet:,, and 
collectors are well advised to u e cholar to create 
the narrative of an exhibition. But, a Eleazar 
Fleckeles reminded hi friend, a h i torical artifact 
in the hands of a thoughtful collec tor i -like a mile­
stone that tands on the diyjding line between this 
world and the next. 

of Jew~ in Eastern Europe 
27 Octo be r 20 10, htt p: 
ww,1 .yivoencyclopcd1a.org 
a rti cle.a, p • Fleckelc, 
Elaza r bcn David (,1 ·t•c, wd 
29 Junc io 19). 

1 The corre,pondcm·t' " 
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